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Sovetskaia pedagogika, 1974, No. 1 


Iu. I Muratov 


THE ALLIANCE OF THE SCHOOL AND 
THE KOMSOMOL IN THE EDUCATION 
OF YOUNG BUILDERS OF COMMUNISM 


The members of the Komsomol [the All-Union Leninist Com- 
munist Youth League] and all Soviet youth are duly greeting the 
Seventeenth Komsomol Congress and commemorating the fifti- 
eth anniversary of the conferral of the name of V. I. Lenin on 
the organization. In adopting the decree that gave the name of 
V.1. Lenin to the Komsomol, the delegates to the Sixth Congress 
of the Russian Communist Youth League stated, in a message 
to all its members and to all worker and peasant youth: 'Tt is 
not for the sake of effect, nor because of a desire to bear the 
best of all names, nor only to revere the memory of the great 
deceased [figure] that we have made this decision. No, we have 
made this decision so that all working youth, of all the peoples 
inhabiting the USSR, together with their leading detachment — 
the Communist Youth League — will be permeated with a single 
will and firm resolve to learn to live, work, and struggle in the 
Leninist way and to heed the behests of Lenin."’ "Learn, work, 
and struggle in the Leninist way! '' — the Leninist Komsomol 
has traveled its heroic road under this motto. 


The author is a member of the Central Committee of the 
AULCYL [All-Union Leninist Communist Youth League]. 


4 


Downloaded by [New York University] at 07:37 17 February 2016 


MARCH 1975 5 


In half a century the Leninist Komsomol has demonstrated 
its loyalty to this oath by its practical deeds. The entire heroic 
history of the AULCYL is associated with the name Vladimir 
Il'ich Lenin. V.I. Lenin's speech "Tasks of the Youth Leagues," 
presented at the Third Komsomol Congress, became the scien- 
tific program of the Communist Youth League — the resource 
and mentor of the Party of Communists in the struggle for the 
building of communism. V.1I. Lenin defined the most important 
principles in the communist indoctrination of youth and outlined 
the avenues and methods of forming the new man as a compre- 
hensively developed, conscientious, and active builder of a new 
society. The AULCYL helps the younger generation to learn 
and daily to fulfill with all their hearts Lenin's behest to 'Learn 
Communism," the content and significance of which have been 
revealed under present conditions in Party documents and in 
pronouncements by L.I. Brezhnev, Secretary General of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU [Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union]. 

The Leninist Komsomol has as its paramount objective the 
practical fulfillment of its central task, which as emphasized 
in the decisions of the Twenty-Fourth Congress of the CPSU, 
consists in indoctrinating youth in the spirit of communist ide- 
ology, Soviet patriotism, internationalism, highly developed or- 
ganization, and discipline and in the active propagandization of 
the attainments and advantages of the socialist system. Youth's 
assimilation of the norms of communist morality and the spir- 
itual values of socialist society is an active process by which 
the individual is formed and acts as the subject of indoctrination. 
He conscientiously and purposively strives to master the prin- 
ciples of the Marxist-Leninist worldview and the system of con- 
temporary scientific knowledge, and he regards the ideals of 
communism as the supreme guideposts in life. 

The increasingly strong alliance of the school and the Komso- 
mol, which is a factor of immense political and social signifi- 
cance, was formed and has developed in the course of socialist 
and communist construction. "And today, in the light of the new 
problems arising before us in communist construction," L. I. 
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Brezhnev has emphasized, "this alliance between the Komso- 
mol and the school is more important than ever before” (L. I. 
Brezhnev, The Leninist Course [Leninskim kursom], Volume 1, 
p. 383). The urgency of posing this problem is occasioned, first, 
by the growth of the scale of communist construction, by the 
growing role of youth in economic, political, and cultural life 
and creative labor; and, second, by the objective need for inten- 
sification of communist indoctrination, for class tempering, for 
the comprehensive preparation of youth for life in terms of the 
demands of the scientific ~technological revolution and the con- 
temporary ideological struggle. "The tasks of the communist 
indoctrination of youth, their revolutionary, class tempering, 
and their Marxist-Leninist education,"’ emphasizes the decree 
of the Central Committee of the CPSU "On the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary of the AULCYL and the Tasks of Communist Indoctrination 
of Youth," "are becoming more and more urgent and important 
for the Party and for the Soviet Government." 

The alliance of the school and the Komsomol in the formation 
of young builders of communism and in preparing worthy suc- 
cessors to the older generations requires intensive, theoretical 
elaboration of the content, forms, and methods of work of 
Komsomol committees, their interaction with public-education 
authorities and with teaching collectives; the eliciting of partic- 
ular aspects of the development of the school Komsomol in the 
present stage; scientific analysis of the best experience; and a 
search for ways of using this experience creatively on the 
broadest scale. The problem of the interaction between the 
school and the Komsomol on a theoretical and practical plane 
can be successfully resolved only on the basis of the Leninist 
theory of social education | vospitanie], which confirms the con- 
tinuous unity of the [formal] education and upbringing process. 
Progressive practice and pedagogical science will make a sig- 
nificant contribution to the development of the theory and meth- 
ods of Komsomol work in the school. All this exerts a most fa- 
vorable influence on the organizational and political strengthen - 
ing of the school Komsomol. There are more than seven million 
schoolchildren in the ranks of the AULCYL. Today there are 
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more than a hundred Komsomol members studying in half of 
the secondary schools. Komsomol organizations are an active 
force in the struggle for knowledge and for the communist in- 
doctrination of pupils. The atmosphere of Komsomol life has 
become richer; the organization has grown in scale; and its ed- 
ucational impact on every schoolchild has become more effec- 
tive. Upper -graders are participating in scientific -technological 
creativity; in physics, chemistry, and mathematics competitions; 
and in the research and experimental work of higher -educational 
institutions, industrial enterprises, collective farms, and state 
farms. More than ten million schoolchildren have become ac- 
tive participants in the expedition ''My Homeland: The USSR" 
in an effort to join, with their minds and hearts, in the feats of 
their elders. More than 70,000 school museums and special 
rooms and niches of glory to the Soviet people have been built; 
and 60,000 monuments, obelisks, and memorial plaques have 
been erected. Summer work periods have become a mass form 
of development for the activity of schoolchildren. According to 
the totals for 1973 — the decisive year of the Five-Year Plan — 
222 upper-graders were awarded orders and medals of the 
USSR, including 68 in the RSFSR, 53 in the Ukraine, and 67 in 
Uzbekistan. In vocational youth contests in the RSFSR alone, 
over 100,000 schoolchildren participated. 

It is impossible to imagine the Soviet school of today without 
the traditions and the romance of Komsomol life, without the 
participation of the school Komsomol in the solution of its up- 
bringing and educational problems. More than 1.6 million 
upper -graders have been elected members of Komsomol bu- 
reaus for their grades, of school! Komsomol committees, and 
of district and school headquarters and Komsomol committee 
commissions, in which they acquire the skills of social activ- 
ists. The true results of the joint work of the school and the 
Komsomol are reflected primarily in the creation of an atmo- 
sphere of creativity and mutual aid and in the active develop- 
ment in the pupils of such qualities as striving for knowledge, 
love of work, loyalty to revolutionary ideals, purposiveness, 
and social activism. 
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Rapidly developing socialist reality poses new tasks to our 
society, to the Soviet system for educating and rearing the 
younger generation. If we attempt to summarize all the gen- 
eral and particular problems in general form, it can be said 
that we must be more active and purposive in our striving to 
prepare young boys and girls for independent life and for work, 
and to prepare them in such a way that their ideological, labor, 
and moral upbringing will interact, be reciprocally enriched, 
and result in a "monolithic" socialist type of individual who re- 
flects loyalty to the ideals of communism and selfless striving 
to serve society in whatever areas efforts are most needed. 

In this regard, efforts to forge an organic unity between all ide- 
ological upbringing work among pupils and the political and eco- 
nomic life of the country must be made still more decisive and 
all-pervasive in the work of the school and the Komsomol. It 
can be said that this is a key question in the further improve- 
ment of the communist indoctrination of youth. Each year ap- 
proximately three million young men and women join the ranks 
of the working class and the collective farm peasantry. At the 
present time the school is one of the basic sources of manpower 
for the national economy. Whereas in the Seventh Five-Year 
Plan youth accounted for 30 percent of the increase in the work 
force in social production and training programs, during the 
years of the Eighth Five-Year Plan the figure was 57 percent, 
and during the Ninth Five-Year Plan it was more than 90 per- 


cent (see Improving the Utilization of the Labor of Youth in In- 


dustry and Construction. Central Scientific Research Labora- 
tory of Labor Resources [Sovershenstvovanie ispol'zovanii 


truda molodezhi v promyshlennosti i stroitel'stve. Tsentral'- 
naia nauchno-issledovatel'skaia laboratoriia trudovykh resur- 
sov|], Moscow, 1972). Scientific and technological progress is 
changing the content of the entire process of training young re- 
placements for the national economy. Whereas 20 to 30 years 
ago preparedness for productive labor was, for the most part, 
determined by the degree of vocational training, at the present 
time the most important indicator of such preparedness is a 
high level of general education and the capacity of youth for 
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self-education and for independent mastery of new equipment 
and progressive technology. As we know, more than 80 percent 
of the participants in all-union vocational mastery contests are 
attending schools, technicums, or higher -educational institu- 
tions [on a part-time basis]. In this sense, universal secondary 
education opens up new horizons for scientific-technological 
and social progress. 

The Leninist Komsomol has always viewed the political sig- 
nificance of such questions as the attitude of youth toward 
knowledge and culture, discipline and self-discipline, and prep- 
aration for life in the broad spectrum of tasks of communist 
construction. After the Sixteenth Congress of the AULCYL and 
the Sixth Plenum of the Central Committee of the AULCYL 
(June 1972) the problem of the conscious assimilation of knowl- 
edge was posed still more acutely in terms of the demands of 
scientific-technological progress. Personal and collective re- 
ports by Komsomol members on their studies, Komsomol uni- 
versal education centers, reciprocal aid and consultation groups 
made up of the best pupils, olympiads, school science, technology, 
and production days, and broad familiarization of upper-graders 
with elements of the scientific organization of schoolwork — 
these and other means of Komsomol work have actively pro- 
moted the formation of the personal responsibility of everyone 
and the responsibility of individuals not only as pupils but pri- 
marily as Komsomol members. This is already a political re- 
sponsibility. A new step in this direction is the Komsomol 
meetings, which are held throughout the country every year in 
September and October, their uniform agenda including [such 
themes as] "Knowledge Is as Essential in Life as a Rifle in Bat- 
tle'' (1972) and "If You Bear the Name Komsomol, Strengthen 
This Name with Your Deeds" (1973). In a manner of speaking, 
they have launched the new school year and mobilized every 
Komsomot member for shock work. The scientific -technological 
creativity of upper-graders has recently undergone particularly 
broad development. For many years school science societies 
have been organized in 77 central locations. On the eve of the 
Seventeenth Congress of the AULCYL, a program was adopted 
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to create such societies in all of the country's major industrial 
and agricultural centers. This trend should also be actively 
supported by theoretical research in the study of problems of 
interaction between the school and [the world of] science, the 
school and higher -educational institutions, and the school and 
production. 

Lenin’s formulation of the question of the correlation of 
knowledge and morality as an alloy of knowledge, convictions, 
and deeds is especially urgent in an age of scientific -technological 
revolution. When there is constant concern for the unity of ed- 
ucation and communist indoctrination, both in the teaching of 
the principles of science and in the organization of the entire 
life of the pupils' collective and the activity of the Komsomol 
and Young Pioneer organizations, the main task — the task of 
preparing a young generation of highly educated, ideologically 
committed builders of communism — is more fully realized. 

In schools that have not developed a system of political and ide- 
ological indoctrination, based on the unity and continuity of work 
in and outside the classroom, it is inevitable that there will be 
such negative manifestations in the minds and behavior of pu- 
pils as lack of discipline, ideological instability, inactivity of 
the individual to the detriment of the community, and an under - 
developed sense of social responsibility. 

A most important factor in furthering the cause of communist 
indoctrination and preparation for life is the strengthening of 
the ties between the school and production, between school 
Komsomol organizations and industrial enterprises, collective 
farms, and state farms. "The school, the Komsomol, and the 
trade unions," L. I. Brezhnev has emphasized, "must organize 
work in such a way that every boy and every gir] has a clear 
understanding of the role and significance of the laboring per- 
son, of the historic mission of the working class, and strives 
to join its glorious ranks" (L.I. Brezhnev, The Leninist Course, 
Volume 3, p. 484). The nationally famous experience of the Khar '- 
kov Tractor [Plant], of the Magnitogorsk Metallurgical Combine, 
of the Pervoural'sk Novotrubnyi Plant, of the "Rossiia'' Collec- 
tive Farm in the Novgorod Region, of the S. M. Kirov Collective 
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Farm in the Orenburg Region, of the I. V. Kurchatov Institute 
of Atomic Energy, and many other collectives shows that ties 
between the school and the collective exert a comprehensive in- 
fluence on the upbringing of schoolchildren only when they are 
based on the heroic traditions of the working class, on the ex- 
ample of the lives and labor feats of heroes of the five-year 
plans. The model of the Soviet worker as a fighter for commu- 
nism, as an active agent of scientific-technological and social 
progress, and as a social activist must become vivid for So- 
viet youth. 

The V. 1. Lenin "Arsenal" Plant in Kiev is renowned for its 
glorious history not just in the Ukraine. The plant's Komsomol 
members take an active part in the life of the Young Pioneer 
and Komsomol organizations of schools 75, 89, and 90, which 
are under their sponsorship. All shop Komsomol organizations 
and 65 Komsomol-youth brigades at the plant collectively spon- 
sor Young Pioneer detachments and class Komsomo) organiza- 
tions. Veterans of the workers' guard and communist shock 
workers G. Ia. Tsarik, V. M. Gaitsan, P. G. Poltavtsev, A. M. 
Piorko, V. G. Naidenko, and others acquaint young people with 
the history of the plant and with the blue-collar occupations. 
The plant's Komsomol committee announced a school essay 
contest dedicated to the fifty-fifth anniversary of the beginning 
of the January uprising. Taking part in the contest were 540 
Komsomol pupils. Young Pioneers and Komsomol members 
participate in all plant labor and revolutionary holidays and in 
subbotniki and voskresniki [voluntary, unpaid workdays] dedi- 
cated to the working class. Komsomol members of Secondary 
School No. 15 in Sarapula in the Udmurt ASSR [Autonomous So- 
viet Socialist Republic] have developed firm ties with workers 
at the Sarapula Ordzhonikidze Radio Plant. Young specialists 
conduct classes in electrical engineering in the eighth grade 
and train assemblers of radio equipment in grades nine and ten. 
A radio engineering laboratory has been created at the school. 
Friendship festivals, young worker days, and scientific- 
technological conferences of upper-graders are conducted reg- 
ularly in conjunction with the plant. Beginning in 1962, 1,297 
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of the school's graduates received a secondary education and 
training in a specialty. Every year 60-70 percent of the school's 
graduates join the work force of the radio plant. 

Because it instills in Young Pioneers and schoolchildren a 
love of the land and respect for farm work, the rural school 
is an important resource for supplying collective and state 
farms with skilled cadres. Vocational guidance work conducted 
by Komsomol organizations in the Moscow Region merits atten- 
tion in this area. Agricultural specialists have been assigned 
to all schools in the region, and in half of the schools facilities 
for training pupils in agricultural specialties have been estab- 
lished. The pupils’ experimental work, technical creativity, and 
pupils’ production brigades serve to develop the interest of 
schoolchildren in agricultural production. Approximately 80 
percent of the rural schoolchildren were working in various la- 
bor collectives last year alone. In 1973 approximately 7,000 
school graduates took jobs on the region's collective and state 
farms; this was twice as many as in 1971. 

Speaking at the Ninth Plenum of the Central Committee of the 
AULCYL, which discussed the question of raising the role of 
the Komsomol in rearing worthy replacements for the working 
class and the collective farm peasantry, distinguished equip- 
ment operator and twice Hero of Socialist Labor A. V. Gitalov 
expressed the essence of this question with extreme precision: 
"There are whole families and dynasties working in our brigade. 
Many school graduates have become veterans of the brigade. 
Their children and grandsons are already joining them behind 
the steering wheels of tractors and combines. It seems to me 
that we are on the right tract. If we want to have good rein- 
forcements in the countryside, we must begin with the school. 
Let the children have their own land, their own machines, and 
good and able mentors. You can't learn how to farm from a 
book.... Rear youth in such a way that the outcome of the har- 
vest will always be in strong hands. The fields and tools must 
be in the hands of worthy workers who will continue the glorious 
deeds of the past, who will glorify our Homeland even more 
greatly with their labor, surpassing our own efforts. This will 
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be the main harvest of our work with you! '' Komsomol organi- 
zations in schools and production enterprises consider it their 
most important task to acquaint pupils with occupations for 
which recruits are needed to develop the national economy, to 
help upper-graders decide on their vocation, and to teach them 
to take stock of their abilities and talents, measuring them 
against the demands of their chosen occupation. It would seem 
feasible for the school, the Komsomol, and pedagogical science 
to combine their efforts, to interpret existing experience from 
every side, and to elaborate scientifically substantiated recom- 
mendations for the further improvement of the forms and meth- 
ods of ties between the school and labor collectives and school 
pupils' and production enterprise Komsomol organizations. At 
the same time, one cannot but take into account the fact that the 
school and the Komsomo) are not educating followers, but rather 
successors to carry on the revolutionary cause, because youth 
"is compelled to approach socialism in another way, not by the 
same road, not in the same form, and not in the same direction 
as their fathers" (V.1. Lenin, Complete Collected Works [PSS], 
Volume 30, p. 226). 

The educational influence of individual and collective exam- 
ples of labor heroism is enormous. It must, necessarily, be 
combined with the comprehensive, purposive, socially useful, 
practical activity of pupils themselves. If this is absent, there 
is a danger of formal assimilation of knowledge, concepts, and 
principles and of the appearance of contradictions in the mind 
and behavior of youth. It was A. S. Makarenko who emphasized 
that all education cannot be based solely on the examples of 
someone else's courage, will, endurance, and principle. It is 
essential that all this be felt and experienced, if only in some 
[lesser] measure, by the pupil himself. From this it follows 
that there is a need to organize the personal moral experience 
of each schoolchild at quite a high level of demand. The prepa- 
ration of our pupils for life and work cannot but presuppose 
moral and psychological preparation to surmount all manner of 
difficulty at all different degrees of complexity. The scientific 
interpretation of the formation of the schoolchild's personality 
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in difficult situations and the scientifically substantiated defini- 
tion of the optimal "tolerances" of these difficulties, with due 
regard to the age-related and individual features of the pupils, 
are among the most important directions in scientific- 
pedagogical research. 

After the Sixteenth Congress of the AULCYL, the country's 
Komsomol organizations did much to see to it that the forma- 
tion of the ideal of the new type of working person in the mind 
of school youth assumed a concretely effective and emotional 
character and contributed to a striving to emulate leaders and 
innovators in production. Everywhere class Komsomol organi- 
zations are competing for the right to be the first in a district 
or city to report on their successes in studies, labor, and so- 
cial work and to emulate the right flankers of the five-year 
plan. Komsomol organizations of the Pai Secondary School in 
the Karelian ASSR, of Lipetsk City School No. 10, and of the 
Panovskaia School in the Omsk Region have called upon all 
schoolchildren in the country to make high commitments on the 
labor front. Ukrainian pupils have launched a competition for 
the right to have their names recorded on the Roll of Honor, to- 
gether with production leaders and innovators. In Moscow there 
have been joint meetings of Komsomol members of schools and 
of sponsoring enterprises, and Komsomol members have pre- 
sented reports in the shops of plants and factories on the re- 
Sults of the school year. Days devoted to science, technology, 
and production — in which over 350,000 schoolchildren of the capi- 
tal took part — have had great ideological and social significance. 

The summer pupil work term [or quarter] on 'My labor is a 
part of the labor of my republic’ has become a basic innovation 
in the practice of communist indoctrination, and its results 
show the enormous political, indoctrinational, and economic ef- 
fect of this type of activity. The summer work quarter for 
schoolchildren is primarily indoctrinational in purpose and 
promotes the inculcation of habits of organization and the abil- 
ity to work collectively and creatively. This work expands [the 
pupils'] outlook and understanding of life around them. The 
schools of the union republics have taken the proper course 
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toward the expansion of the sphere of the children's labor par- 
ticipation in the national economy, especially in agriculture and 
in the beautification and landscaping of cities and villages. Life 
offers convincing evidence that this improves ideological indoc- 
trinational work among pupils, that it is most positively re- 
flected in their social and occupational orientation, in their 
training for a working life, and in their prompt placement in 
jobs after graduation from school. To develop organizational, 
methodological, and social principles underlying the activity of 
the work collectives of schoolchildren: this is the special re- 
sponsibility of the school and the Komsomol in pedagogical sci- 
ence. 

Lenin's theory of communist education requires that the pro- 
cess of education be organically associated with labor and so- 
cial work, with the overall social experience of the young citi- 
zen. The growing role of the general-education school in Soviet 
society and the entry of a considerable percentage of graduates 
into working life immediately after school demand the further 
development of social activism on the part of pupils, especially 
in the Komsomol organization. A. V. Lunacharsky said: "We 
want every Komsomol member to begin his social activity very 
early, to illuminate knowledge with this practice, to help prac- 
tice with his knowledge, so that one and the other interact con- 
tinuously. It is our wish that what is called academic studies 
and social activity become inseparable aspects of a single, in- 
tegral process of mental and social growth" (On Public Educa- 
tion [O narodnom obrazovanii], Moscow, 1958, p. 471). It is spe- 
cifically in the Komsomol that initiative, discipline, responsi- 
bility, and the organizational skills of the Komsomol member 
grow; in the mind of the pupil, membership in the Komsomol 
must be equated with the obligation to study satisfactorily and 
excellently and to work more, with better results for the com- 
mon good, with the ability and the need to live the interests of 
the collective. 

The primary Komsomol organization offers the first lessons 
in citizenship, collectivism, and comradeship; it consolidates 
and cements the pupils’ collective ideologically and draws all 
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pupils together on the basis of diverse practical activity of a 
social and political nature. It introduces into the pupils' collec - 
tive a sense of political organization, based on conscious par- 
ticipation in the common struggle for communist ideals. Pre- 
paring for and joining the Komsomol, participation in social 
tasks and in elected offices — these are stages in the moral 
growth of the young citizen. The [ceremonial] all-union march 
of Komsomol members and youth to the scenes of revolutionary, 
combat, and labor glory of the Soviet people; the Leninist Com- 
petition 'Implement the Decisions of the Twenty-Fourth Con- 
gress of the CPSU! "; the all-union essay contests of pupils on 
social and political topics; and the All-Union Military -Technical 
Examination of Komsomol Members and Youth, Young Pioneers, 
and Schoolchildren open up new opportunities for inculcating in 
every Komsomol and every schoolchild a loyalty to socialist 
and communist ideals. The indoctrinational role of the All- 
Union Leninist Competition is especially great in improving the 
system of social work and in increasing the effectiveness of its 
influence on every schoolchild. Participation in the Lenin Com- 
petition is the reflection of the practical striving of youth to 
measure their every step against the behests of Lenin and of 
their conscious striving for self-education, self-upbringing, and 
the development of Lenin's character traits in themselves. The 
main indoctrinational results of the Leninist Competition are 
development of a sense of civic responsibility on the part of 
Komsomol upper -graders; active familiarization of school- 
children with Marxist-Leninist theory; development of the abil- 
ity [of the young] to understand life around them on their own; 
and, based on examples drawn from the history of their native 
climes, their country, and the planet, vivid propagation of the 
ideas of Marxism-Leninism concerning the class struggle, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, and patterns in the building of com- 
munism; of the revolutionary, combat, and labor traditions; and 
of the revolutionary, transforming role of the working class in 
developed socialist society. The scientific interpretation of the 
practice of the Lenin Competition and the educational -psychological 
study of the formation of the individual in the process of his 
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interaction with the Komsomol collective must be made more 
intensive through the joint efforts of scientists, educators, and 
Komsomol and Young Pioneer officials. 

It can be said without exaggeration that the Komsomol orga- 
nizations at the best schools of the country have developed a 
system of social work that helps educators and Komsomol offi- 
cials to arm youth with skills of organization and social self- 
government, to develop in them a sense of responsibility for 
the assigned task, and to teach children to perform what "they 
themselves have decreed" (N. K. Krupskaya). However, schol- 
ars note that in connection with the rapid rate of development 
of public life, in the practice of social upbringing there is a 
certain gap between the content and pedagogical instrumentation 
of social work and the greater potential of older schoolchildren. 
A study conducted by the Institute of General Problems of Up- 
bringing of the USSR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences showed 
that a majority of 3,500 upper-graders surveyed cited the fol- 
lowing as the reason hindering their active social work: ''The 
work does not interest me. I think that I could handle more im- 
portant assignments." Other researchers (Leningrad Pedagog- 
ical Institute) also note dissatisfaction with social work among 
a considerable segment of schoolchildren. In our opinion, the 
basic reason for this is monotony, formalism, and a certain de- 
gree of oversimplification in the organization of social work in 
a number of the country's schools. Although this is evidently 
true, it is nonetheless necessary to ascertain the "reasons for 
reasons."’ The heart of the problem is that educators and 
Komsomol and Young Pioneer officials lack knowledge of a dif- 
ferentiated approach to working with Komsomol members, which 
in practice often leads to the duplication of the content, forms, 
and methods of the work in grades eight and nine. 

Eighth-grade Komsomol members are especially emotionally 
involved and are most prepared to perform any task. They are 
at a stage of excited anticipation of significant changes in their 
lives in connection with joining the AULCYL. Ninth-grade 
Komsomol members already have a certain amount of experi- 
ence in participating in the school's social life, are aware of 
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their responsibility to the organization, and occupy key posts 
in school self-government. This is a stage of active participa - 
tion in the work of the organization, of search for new causes, 
and of clearly expressed social activism. Komsomol members 
in the tenth grade have considerably more experience in the 
organization of social activity, are more self-sufficient and 
self-critical, and reflect upon the development of school tradi- 
tions and on training their replacements. This is a stage of ac- 
tive participation in the work of the organization and of simul- 
taneous transfer of accumulated know-how and knowledge to 
their younger comrades. Scientific, pedagogical researchers 
(M. M. Iashchenko, S. E. Khoze) note that in comparative anal- 
ysis of the position taken by upper-graders in various age 
groups concerning "duty" and "interest" and the motivation for 
participating in social work, the majority of eighth-graders 
listed "duty" in first place; ninth-graders ranked "interest'' 
first as the precondition for making the fullest and most signif- 
icant contribution to the common cause of the Komsomol active. 
Although both tenth-graders and eighth-graders put ''duty" first, 
the motivation of the tenth-graders was qualitatively different: 
they had a deeper understanding of their duty and of their obli- 
gations to the Komsomol organization and to society. Evidently, 
the time has come to give educators and Komsomol and Young 
Pioneer officials a system of increasingly complex social as- 
signments that encompass all basic spheres of activity of 
Komsomol pupils of different ages and that take the real poten- 
tial, interests, and aptitudes of the children into account. The 
first step in this direction has been taken by the department of 
the pedagogy of Komsomol work at the Institute of General 
Problems of Upbringing of the USSR Academy of Pedagogical 
Sciences, which prepared Social Assignments for Komsomol 
Members in Grades 8-10 (Recommended Methods) [Obshchest - 
vennye porucheniia komsomol'tsev VIII-X klassov (metodiche- 
skie rekomendatsii)| for experimental verification. 

The active preparation of the younger generation for life and 
work takes place continuously in the course of practical work 
in and out of the classroom. Owing to a number of objective 
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factors, work with youth at their place of residence is even 
more important. It is here that the ideological, labor, and 
moral indoctrination of youth is deepened and developed by the 
efforts of the school, the Komsomol, the family, and the com- 
munity. In the last few years, concrete measures have been 
undertaken in this direction through the joint efforts of the 
Komsomol, the trade unions, and public-education authorities. 
An all-union contest for the best organization of indoctrinational 
work with children and adolescents at their place of residence 
has been held. Questions pertaining to working with children 
and adolescents in residential microregions are now included 

in the social development plans of cities and districts and in 
collective contracts with industrial enterprises. Children's 
clubs and organizations have been undergoing further develop- 
ment, and specialized camps for adolescents are being created 
everywhere. The position of the pedagogue-organizer of work 
with children and adolescents at their place of residence has 
been made a part of the housing fund [budget allocations] of lo- 
cal Soviets in the union republics. Fruitful research in this di- 
rection is being conducted in Leningrad, Erevan, Tbilisi, Gorky, 
Kemerovo, and elsewhere. The experience of pedagogical col- 
lectives that are consistently and purposively striving to trans- 
form the school into a center that organizes work with the chil- 
dren and adolescents of their microregion merits attention. 
Thus for many years the pedagogical collective of Nal'chik City 
School No. 7 (Principal P. G. Sidorenko) has conducted this work 
on the basis of the creation of "communities of different ages" 
made up of Octobrists, Young Pioneers, and Komsomol mem- 
bers at their place of residence, in the life and work of which 
communist parents living in the area of the communities take 
part on an obligatory basis. This is an example of the organic 
unity among the efforts of the school, the family and the public. 
At the same time, one cannot fail to note that work with children 
and adolescents at their place of residence is still a weak link 
in the system of communist indoctrination of the younger gener- 
ation. There are many unresolved economic, pedagogical, socio- 
psychological, and organizational problems. Most important 
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among them are the problem of securing the active participa- 
tion of the school in the organization of indoctrinational work 
with children and adolescents, a certain lack of elaborated 
forms and methods, insufficient effectiveness in the use of the 
existing physical facilities, an irrational system of financing, 
absence of special training of cadres, weak direction of this 
work, and an underestimation of the practical utilizatian of 
progressive techniques. In our view, the time has come to de- 
velop a system of measures aimed at achieving radical improve - 
ment in the direction and coordination of resources and at uni- 
fying the potentials of all the institutions and agencies that or- 
ganize activities with children. It is important to create scien- 
tifically substantiated recommendations on the content, forms, 
and methods of this work and on the system for the training of 
cadres and all activists. 

Life imposes new and higher demands on the work of the 
Komsomol in the school. Contemporary practice experiences 
a greater and greater need to draw upon intensive knowledge 
of the latest attainments of pedagogical science. Of particular 
importance are tasks relating to the further elaboration of 
problems of content and method in Komsomol work at the school. 
Among the urgent problems are the creation of a system of in- 
doctrinational activity in the school Komsomol organization; de- 
velopment of the cognitive, labor, and sociopolitical activism of 
the upper-graders; formation of a class approach to phenomena 
of life; and preparation for labor and social activity. Pedagog- 
ical and psychological problems in Komsomol work can be suc- 
cessfully resolved only in close connection with the investigation 
of the formation of the personality in the schoolchild of today, 
with the determination of the place and the role of the school 
Komsomol organization in the general system of indoctrinational 
influences of the school, the family, labor collectives, the gen- 
eral public, the mass media, and other sources of ideological 
influence. Among promising prospects are the further elabora- 
tion of problems of school youth as a particular social and 
demographic group; the ascertainment of the dynamics of quan- 
titative and qualitative changes occurring among youth, especially 
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in connection with the completion of the transition to universal 
secondary education; and study of the ideals and aspirations of 
today's upper-graders and the sphere of their interests. The 
timeliness and qualitative uniqueness of these questions are 
especially evident given present social conditions, under which 
a considerable percentage of school graduates join in industrial 
and agricultural production immediately [after graduation]. 
Problems in the joint activity of the school, the Komsomol, 
and pedagogical science have decisive significance for the fur- 
ther improvement of the comprehensive preparation of worthy 
reinforcements for the working class and the collective farm 
peasantry. Extensive discussion of these problems on the very 
eve of the Seventeenth Congress of the AULCYL and the fiftieth 
anniversary of the conferral of the name of Vladimir Il'ich 
Lenin on the Komsomol is symbolic and significant. The Lenin- 
ist Komsomol has always been, is now, and will always be the 
Party's faithful helper in the indoctrination of young builders 
of communism. 


